:  Hawaii Revised Statutes, Sections 347-13, 347-13.5, 47-14, and 347-19, Sect. 142-5.5, Sect. 515-3; Hawaii Quarantine Policy No. A1-13, amended 7/17/80 Hawaii law guarantees the legal right of a blind person to be accompanied by a specially trained dog guide in all places of public accommodation and on all common carriers. No extra charge can be levied because of the dog's presence, but the dog guide user is liable for any damage the dog might cause to the premises. Public accommodations include hotels, lodging places, restaurants, stores, places of resort and amusement and all other places to which the general public is invited. (Sect. 347-13) Common carriers include airplanes, boats, buses, taxis, and any other mode of transportation offered for public use. (Sect. 347-13) It is a discriminatory practice for an owner or any other person engaging in a real estate transaction, or for a real estate broker or sales person, to refuse to engage in a real estate transaction with a person or to deny equal opportunity to use and enjoy housing accommodation due to a disability because the person uses the services of a guide dog, signal dog, or service animal; provided that reasonable restrictions or prohibitions may be imposed regarding excessive noise or other problems caused by those animals.(Sect. 515-3) Suits by individuals, jurisdiction; venue: Any person injured by a violation of Sect. 347-13 may bring a civil action to recover three times the person's actual damages or $1,000, whichever sum is greater, for each violation. Any person bringing such action shall also be entitled to recover the person's costs, together with reasonable attorney's fees. An action under this section shall be brought in the circuit court of the district in which the violation is alleged to have occurred. (347-13.5) Violation: Any person, agent or corporation or agent thereof who violates the above rights is punishable under Hawaiian law. The Statute specifies that an official of a common carrier may be fined up to $1,000, and may be imprisoned for interfering with these rights. 

Modified Hawaii Entrance Regulations (2001)
Service & guide dogs

These guidelines were developed by Guide Dogs for the Blind in cooperation with Dr. Cordell Chang, Program Manager at the Hawaii Quarantine Station in Honolulu. Please call Guide Dogs at (800) 295-4050 or Dr. Chang at (808) 483-7145 with any questions regarding these regulations. These regulations are subject to change without notice.

1. A user and guide or service dog must be traveling together. The person with a disability, except guide dog users, shall have a letter from a physician verifying a disability, that substantially limits a major life activity, and that the service dog provides assistance to the person with a disability in activities of daily living. The definitions of guide and service dogs can be provided upon request.

2. The dog must have a current rabies vaccination according to the manufacture’s recommended booster interval. Documentation of the vaccination must included product name, lot number, and the expiration date. It is highly recommended that rabies vaccination be administered within 12 months of entry to minimize the chances of failing the post-arrival rabies blood test.

3. Prior to arrival in Hawaii, the guide dog must have had TWO (2) OIE FAVN titer tests of at least 0.5 international units rabies antibody or greater. The OIE FAVN titer test is the only rabies antibody test accepted by the Hawaiian Department of Agriculture. The first test may be taken any time after the dog is twelve months of age. The time interval between tests must be at least 30 days. The second test must be taken no more than two years and no less than thirty days prior to travel.
IMPORTANT: The OIE FAVN tests may only be conducted by the laboratories at Kansas State University. Your veterinarian will need an appropriate form and mailing instructions for the blood sample, etc. To get this information from Kansas State University, your veterinarian may call or write:

Department of Diagnostic Medicine
KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY
1800 Denison Avenue
Manhattan, KS 66506-5600

Phone: 785-532-4455

E-Mail Address: rabies@vet.ksu.edu
4. The guide dog must have an implanted microchip, readable by an AVID scanner. Contact your veterinarian regarding costs involved in the microchip implant. The Quarantine Station will accept only AVID and Home Again microchips. 

5. A health certificate, issued no more than fourteen (14) days* prior to arrival, including the following information:

· Description of the guide dog 

· Microchip manufacturer and chip number. 

· Notice of treatment for fleas & ticks within fourteen days of arrival. 

· Notice of current rabies vaccine. 

· Certification of freedom from disease and parasites within fourteen days of arrival. 

*Please check with individual airline carrier regarding specific health certificate requirements; some carriers may require certificates issued within ten or seven days.
6. The guide dog handler must give the State of Hawaii at least 24-hours advance notice of arrival in the State. The Quarantine Station STRONGLY RECOMMENDS at least 10 days notice of arrival to ensure paperwork is received and organized to ensure a timely process. Arrival notification should include: Dog’s name, description of dog, microchip number, and travel itinerary (flight arrival, island accommodations and contact information). Please call (808) 837-8092 or (808) 483-7145. Printed material (itineraries, etc) can be faxed to (808) 483-7161.

7. All animals must enter Hawaii at the Honolulu International Airport, Oahu. On arrival, guide and service dogs are brought to the Airport Animal Quarantine Holding Facility by airline personnel. At the holding facility, records are reviewed to verify compliance with entry requirements, dogs are examined for external parasites, and a blood sample for OIE-FAVN testing taken at the state’s expense. If all is in order, the dogs are released to the owners (usually 15 to 20 minutes.)

8. If the dog will remain in Hawaii after 30 days, the dog handler must contact Dr. Chang, Program Manager of the Quarantine Station 30-40 days after arrival.

FAIR HOUSING ACT

The Fair Housing Act, as amended in 1988, prohibits housing discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, disability, familial status, and national origin.  Its coverage includes private housing, housing that receives Federal financial assistance, and State and local government housing.  It is unlawful to discriminate in any aspect of selling or renting housing or to deny a dwelling to a buyer or renter because of the disability of that individual, an individual associated with the buyer or renter, or an individual who intends to live in the residence.  Other covered activities include, for example, financing, zoning practices, new construction design, and advertising.

The Fair Housing Act requires owners of housing facilities to make reasonable exceptions in their policies and operations to afford people with disabilities equal housing opportunities.  For example, a landlord with a “no pets” policy may be required to grant an exception to this rule and allow an individual who is blind to keep a guide dog in the residence.  The Fair Housing Act also requires landlords to allow tenants with disabilities to make reasonable access-related modifications to their private living space, as well as to common use spaces.  (The landlord is not required to pay for the changes.)  The Act further requires that new multifamily housing with four or more units be designed and built to allow access for persons with disabilities.  This includes accessible common use areas, doors that are wide enough for wheelchairs, kitchens and bathrooms that allow a person using a wheelchair to maneuver, and other adaptable features within the units.

PENALTIES FOR ADA VIOLATIONS [Reads in Part]:

Violations under the Americans with Disabilities Act  (ADA) may include penal and civil damages, depending on the nature of the complaint.  Damages can be as much as $50,000 for the first offense and $100,000 for subsequent offenses.

Under the ADA and its implementing regulations, the right of a blind person to be accompanied by a guide dog in places which serve the public is guaranteed.  Section 36.104 of Title 3 specifies that “service animals,” which include guide dogs, are covered by the statute.  The right of a blind person to be accompanied by a guide dog is guaranteed and the term “public accommodation” is also defined under this provision.
