KENTUCKY:  Kentucky Revised Statutes of 1990, Chapter 258.500, Sections 1 through 10; Penalty - Chapter 258.991, Chapter 189.575 Kentucky statutory law guarantees a blind person the legal right to be accompanied by a dog guide trained by a recognized dog guide school, in all public accommodations and on all public transportation. The dog must be in harness and in the custody of the dog guide user. The dog guide user can be required to muzzle the dog guide and must have verification of the dog's training, such as an identification card issued by the particular school. The dog may not occupy a seat on a public conveyance, and the common carrier cannot levy an additional charge because the of the dog guide's presence. Public accommodations include public buildings, restaurants, theaters, places of amusement, hotels, and all places to which the public is invited. (Sect. 1) Public transportation includes trains, buses, airplanes, taxis, public elevators, and all other common carriers. (Sect. 1, Sect. 3) The operator of a vehicle shall yield the right-of-way to any blind pedestrian carrying a clearly visible white cane or accompanied by a dog guide. (Sect.189.575) Violation: Any person who violates the above enumerated rights is punishable by a fine not to exceed $100, nor less than $25, or imprisonment for not less than 10 days, nor more than 30 days, or both. (Chapter 258.991)

KENTUCKY GUIDE DOG PROTECTION LAWS

525.200 Assault on a service animal in the first degree.

(1) A person is guilty of assault on a service animal in the first degree when he intentionally and without legal justification or lawful authority kills or causes physical injury to a service animal to the extent that a service animal becomes physically incapable of ever returning to service. 

(2) Assault on a service animal in the first degree is a Class D felony.

Effective: July 15, 1998

525.205 Assault on a service animal in the second degree.

(1) A person is guilty of assault on a service animal in the second degree when he intentionally and without legal justification or lawful authority causes physical injury to a service animal.

(2) Assault on a service animal in the second degree is a Class B misdemeanor.

Effective: July 15, 1998

525.210 Duty status of service animal not a factor in application of KRS 525.200 and 525.205.

KRS 525.200 and 525.205 shall apply whether or not the service animal is on duty or off duty.

Effective: July 15, 1998

525.215 Defendant's liability for damages upon conviction of assault on a service animal.

In any case in which a defendant is convicted of a violation of the provisions of KRS 525.200 or 525.205, the defendant may be ordered to make restitution to the person or agency owning the animal for any veterinary bills, replacement costs of the animal if it is disabled or killed, and the salary of the animal handler for the period of time his services are lost to the agency or self-employment.

Effective: July 15, 1998

525.220 Bars and defenses to conviction of assault on a service animal.

No person shall be convicted of assault on a service animal when:

(1) He has also been convicted of a violation of KRS 525.125, 525.130, 512.020, 512.030, or 512.040 arising out of the same incident; or

(2) He has destroyed or treated a service animal that is injured, diseased, or suffering or that constitutes a hazard to public safety if not destroyed; or

(3) He has used physical force against the service animal in protection of himself or a third person; or

(4) He has used physical force without knowledge that the animal was a service animal.

Effective: July 15, 1998

The following laws serve to define "service animal" and "guide dog" as used in the above-cited guide dog protection laws:

525.010 Definitions for chapter.

The following definitions apply in this chapter unless the context otherwise requires:

(6) "Service animal" includes a:

(h) "Guide dog," which means any dog that is trained to meet the requirements of KRS 258.500;

Effective: July 15, 1998

258.500 Persons with guide dogs not to be denied accommodations, transportation, or elevator service -- Conditions -- Exemption from licensing fees.

(1) When a blind person is accompanied by a guide dog, neither the blind person nor the dog shall be denied admittance to any hotel, motel, restaurant, or eating establishment, nor shall the blind person be denied full and equal accommodations, facilities, and privileges of all public places of amusement, theater, or resort when accompanied by a guide dog.

(2) Any blind person accompanied by a guide dog shall be entitled to full and equal accommodations on all public transportation, if the guide dog shall not occupy a seat in any public conveyance, nor endanger the public safety.

(3) The blind person shall not be required to pay additional charges or fare for the transportation of any accompanying guide dog.

(4) Any blind person accompanied by a guide dog shall not be denied admittance and use of any public building, nor denied the use of any elevator operated for public use.

(5) Any blind person accompanied by a guide dog may keep the animal in his or her immediate custody while a tenant in any apartment, or building used as a public lodging.

(6) The provisions of this section shall not apply unless the guide dog has been trained by a recognized training agency or school, and is properly harnessed.

(7) All blind persons accompanied by a trained guide dog shall have in their personal possession a certificate issued by the guide dog training agency or school establishing that their dogs have been so trained.

(8) The provisions of this section shall not apply unless the blind master complies with the legal limitations applicable to sighted persons and unless all requirements of KRS 258.015, 258.135 and 258.145 have been complied with.

(9) The provisions of this section shall also apply to any deaf person accompanied by a dog trained to aid the deaf. As used in this section, "deaf person" means a person described in KRS 30A.410(1)(a).

(10) The provisions of this section shall also apply to any mobility-impaired person accompanied by a dog trained to provide support or assistance for a mobility-impaired person. As used in this section, "mobility-impaired person" means any person, regardless of age, who is subject to a physiological defect or deficiency, regardless of its cause, nature or extent, that renders the person unable to move about without the aid of crutches, a wheelchair, or any other form of support, or that limits the person's functional ability to ambulate, climb, descend, sit, rise, or to perform any related function.

(11) No person, firm, or corporation, or agent thereof, shall willfully or maliciously interfere with a guide dog or guide dog user.

(12) Guide dogs are exempt from all state and local licensing fees.

(13) Licensing authorities shall accept that the dog for which the license is sought is a guide dog, when a copy of the certificate, as required under subsection (7) of this section, is attached to the animal licensing form.

Effective: July 15, 1998

The following law is not specifically related to guide dogs but appears to be applicable to dog attacks on guide dog handlers:

258.235 Authority to kill or seize dog -- Proceeding by person attacked by dog -- Disposition of dog after seizure -- Powers of dog warden or animal control officer -- Vicious dog not to run at large.

(1) Any person may kill or seize any dog which he sees in the act of pursuing or wounding any livestock, or wounding or killing poultry, or attacking human beings, whether or not such dog bears the license tag required by the provisions of this chapter. There shall be no liability on such person in damages or otherwise for killing, injuring from an attempt to kill, or for seizing the dog.

(2) Any unlicensed dog, not accompanied by its owner or keeper, that enters any field or inclosure where livestock or poultry are confined shall constitute a private nuisance and the owner or tenant of such field or inclosure, or his agent or servant, may kill or seize such dog while it is in the field or inclosure, without liability or responsibility of any nature for killing, injuring from an attempt to kill, or for seizing the dog.

(3) Any dog deemed in violation of this section and seized by a property owner or his agent shall be surrendered over to the dog warden, animal control officer, or a peace officer for impoundment as stipulated in KRS 258.215.

(4) Subsection (2) of this section shall not apply to licensed dogs, when accompanied by their owner or handler, unless caught in the act of wounding or killing any livestock, or wounding or killing poultry, or attacking human beings.

(5) (a) Any person who has been attacked by a dog, or anyone for such person, may make a complaint before the district court, charging the owner or keeper of such dog with harboring a vicious dog. A copy of such complaint shall be served upon the person so charged in the same manner and subject to the laws regulating the service of summons in civil actions directing him to appear for a hearing of such complaint at a time fixed therein. If such person fails to appear at the time fixed, or if upon a hearing of the parties and their witnesses, the court finds the person so charged is the owner or keeper of the dog in question, and that the dog has viciously and without cause, attacked a human being when off the premises of the owner or keeper, the person shall be subject to the penalties set forth in KRS 258.990(3)(b), and the court shall further order the owner or keeper to henceforth keep the dog securely confined by chain leash or enclosed pen of sufficient strength to securely restrain the dog from being a public threat, or the court may order the dog to be destroyed.

(b) The dog warden or duly appointed animal control officer shall act as an officer of the court for the enforcement of any orders of the court in their jurisdiction pertaining to this subsection.

(6) For his services in such proceedings, the peace officer shall be entitled to the same fees to which he is entitled for performing similar services in civil cases. In all proceedings under this section, such court shall place the costs upon either party as he may determine.

(7) It shall be unlawful for the owner or keeper of any vicious dog after receiving an order under subsection (5) of this section, to permit such dog to run at large, or to appear on the public highways unless in leash. Any such dog found running at large may be killed by any dog warden, animal control officer, or peace officer without liability for damages for such killings.

Effective: July 15, 1998

The following law is also not specifically related to guide dogs but appears to be applicable to human attacks on guide dogs:

258.245 Licensed dogs as personal property -- Destruction, injury, or poisoning prohibited.

(1) All licensed dogs are hereby declared to be personal property and subjects of larceny. Except as provided in KRS 258.235, it shall be unlawful for any person, except a peace officer, dog warden, or animal control officer to destroy, injure, or poison, or attempt to destroy, injure, or poison, any dog which bears a license tag for the current year.

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person to place any dog button or any poison of any description in any place, on his own premises or elsewhere where it may be easily found and eaten by dogs.

