NEVADA:  Nevada Revised Statutes (last amended 1997), Sections 118.105, 613.330, 651.050, 651.070, 651.075, 651.080, 651.090, 704.143, 704.145, and 706.366: Chapter 426 Under Nevada statutes, a blind person has a legal right to be accompanied by a specially trained dog guide in all public accommodations and on all public transportation. No extra charge can be levied because of the dog's presence, but the dog guide user is liable for any damage the dog might cause to the premises. A dog guide user who operates a vending stand has the right to keep his or her dog with him or her on the vending stands premises. A dog guide user has a legal right to equal housing accommodation and can enforce this right through injunctive relief with damages. An identification card issued by a dog guide school is sufficient proof that the dog is specially trained in guide work. Public accommodations include hotels, restaurants, stores, places of resort and amusement, and all places to which the general public is invited. (Sect 651.050, Sect 651. 070, Sect 651. 075) It is unlawful for any person to beat, harass, intimidate or interfere with a guide dog. (Sect. 426.790) Public transportation includes trains, buses, airplanes, taxis, and all other forms of public conveyance offered for public use. (Sect. 651.070, Sect. 704.143, Sect. 704.145, Sect. 706.361, Sect. 706.366) Housing covers rental properties. The statute contains a provision that the law is to be interpreted liberally. (Sect. 118. 105) Violation: Any person who interferes with the legal rights of a blind person as outlined under Nevada law is guilty of a misdemeanor and punishable accordingly. (Sect. 613. 330, Sect.651. 075, Sect. 651.080, Sect. 651. 090, Sect.704.145) In an action brought under this section, the court may (a) grant any equitable relief it considers appropriate, including temporary, preliminary, or permanent injunctive relief, against the defendant; (b) award costs and reasonable attorneys' fees to the prevailing party. (Sect. 651.090, 1997)

FAIR HOUSING ACT

The Fair Housing Act, as amended in 1988, prohibits housing discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, disability, familial status, and national origin.  Its coverage includes private housing, housing that receives Federal financial assistance, and State and local government housing.  It is unlawful to discriminate in any aspect of selling or renting housing or to deny a dwelling to a buyer or renter because of the disability of that individual, an individual associated with the buyer or renter, or an individual who intends to live in the residence.  Other covered activities include, for example, financing, zoning practices, new construction design, and advertising.

The Fair Housing Act requires owners of housing facilities to make reasonable exceptions in their policies and operations to afford people with disabilities equal housing opportunities.  For example, a landlord with a “no pets” policy may be required to grant an exception to this rule and allow an individual who is blind to keep a guide dog in the residence.  The Fair Housing Act also requires landlords to allow tenants with disabilities to make reasonable access-related modifications to their private living space, as well as to common use spaces.  (The landlord is not required to pay for the changes.)  The Act further requires that new multifamily housing with four or more units be designed and built to allow access for persons with disabilities.  This includes accessible common use areas, doors that are wide enough for wheelchairs, kitchens and bathrooms that allow a person using a wheelchair to maneuver, and other adaptable features within the units.

PENALTIES FOR ADA VIOLATIONS [Reads in Part]:

(Guide Dog Coverage)

Violations under the Americans with Disabilities Act  (ADA) may include penal and civil damages, depending on the nature of the complaint.  Damages can be as much as $50,000 for the first offense and $100,000 for subsequent offenses.

Under the ADA and its implementing regulations, the right of a blind person to be accompanied by a guide dog in places which serve the public is guaranteed.  Section 36.104 of Title 3 specifies that “service animals,” which include guide dogs, are covered by the statute.  The right of a blind person to be accompanied by a guide dog is guaranteed and the term “public accommodation” is also defined under this provision.
NEVADA GUIDE DOG PROTECTION LAWS

NRS 426.041 “Blind person” defined. “Blind person” means any person whose visual acuity with correcting lenses does not exceed 20/200 in the better eye, or whose vision in the better eye is restricted to a field which subtends an angle of not greater than 20.

(Added to NRS by 1981, 1916)

NRS 426.075 “Guide dog” defined. “Guide dog” means a dog which has been or is being specially trained by or in conjunction with a school for guide dogs to lead in harness and serve as an aid to the mobility of a particular blind person.

(Added to NRS by 1981, 1916; A 1987, 823)

NRS 426.085 “School for guide dogs” defined. “School for guide dogs” means a school which trains dogs to be guide dogs and which is approved by the division.

(Added to NRS by 1981, 1916)

NRS 426.790 Interfering with, beating, harassing, intimidating or killing guide dog or other service animal unlawful; penalty.
1. A person shall not willfully and maliciously:

(a) Interfere with;

(b) Beat, harass or intimidate; or

(c) Kill,

a guide dog, hearing dog, helping dog or other service animal.

2. Any person who violates:

(a) Paragraph (a) of subsection 1 is guilty of a misdemeanor.

(b) Paragraph (b) of subsection 1 is guilty of a gross misdemeanor.

(c) Paragraph (c) of subsection 1 is guilty of a category E felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130.

(Added to NRS by 1981, 1916; A 1987, 824; 1995, 1993; 1999, 2516)

NRS 193.130 Categories and punishment of felonies.
1. Except when a person is convicted of a category A felony, and except as otherwise provided by specific statute, a person convicted of a felony shall be sentenced to a minimum term and a maximum term of imprisonment which must be within the limits prescribed by the applicable statute, unless the statute in force at the time of commission of the felony prescribed a different penalty. The minimum term of imprisonment that may be imposed must not exceed 40 percent of the maximum term imposed.

2. Except as otherwise provided by specific statute, for each felony committed on or after July 1, 1995:

(a) A category A felony is a felony for which a sentence of death or imprisonment in the state prison for life with or without the possibility of parole may be imposed, as provided by specific statute.

(b) A category B felony is a felony for which the minimum term of imprisonment in the state prison that may be imposed is not less than 1 year and the maximum term of imprisonment that may be imposed is not more than 20 years, as provided by specific statute.

(c) A category C felony is a felony for which a court shall sentence a convicted person to imprisonment in the state prison for a minimum term of not less than 1 year and a maximum term of not more than 5 years. In addition to any other penalty, the court may impose a fine of not more than $10,000, unless a greater fine is authorized or required by statute.

(d) A category D felony is a felony for which a court shall sentence a convicted person to imprisonment in the state prison for a minimum term of not less than 1 year and a maximum term of not more than 4 years. In addition to any other penalty, the court may impose a fine of not more than $5,000, unless a greater fine is authorized or required by statute.

(e) A category E felony is a felony for which a court shall sentence a convicted person to imprisonment in the state prison for a minimum term of not less than 1 year and a maximum term of not more than 4 years. Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (b) of subsection 1 of NRS 176A.100, upon sentencing a person who is found guilty of a category E felony, the court shall suspend the execution of the sentence and grant probation to the person upon such conditions as the court deems appropriate. Such conditions of probation may include, but are not limited to, requiring the person to serve a term of confinement of not more than 1 year in the county jail. In addition to any other penalty, the court may impose a fine of not more than $5,000, unless a greater penalty is authorized or required by statute.

[1911 C&P § 18; RL § 6283; NCL § 9967]—(NRS A 1967, 458; 1995, 1167; 1997, 1177; 1999, 1186)

