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Pete Berg, Kelly Egan, Cheri Owen, and Amy Salger, Editors
Audio version voiced by Cliff Hahn, Cliff Hahn Sound

We love your participation in this newsletter.  Send submissions to the editor via phone, mail, or e-mail asalger@guidedogs.com  or alumninews@guidedogs.com 
Alumni Association Mission Statement

The Alumni Association will support the vision of GDB, “using our power of partnering to improve quality of life”, by building a strong sustainable community of support among our Alumni. We will work to support Alumni success with their guide, in building relationships with others, and actively participating in the greater GDB community.

Alumni Association Board of Directors Mission Statement
Connecting our community through leadership, advocacy, communication, and outreach

The audio version of this newsletter can be found on our website, guidedogs.com, and is now available as a podcast, you can find it at Apple Podcasts, search for Alumni Updates.   Please note that the recording of the newsletter takes some time so issues will post at a later date than the email version.  

We'd like to send our very special thanks to all of our Alumni who, by their efforts and their examples, refer others to our program.

Interested in a career with GDB? Check out our opportunities at: http://guidedogs.com/careers 

Browse all GDB’s newsletters, including back issues of Alumni News at www.guidedogs.com/news 
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Fall means back to school, so we are casting a spotlight on two GDB alumni college students who are blazing the way to a bright future!

[bookmark: _Toc148510552][bookmark: _Toc148776589]Never Say Can’t

By: Pete Berg, with Lloyd 

It was common to hear Cardinal baseball games coming from the radio or the television in the Edwards home when Ethan was growing up. This he says began his love for baseball and a desire to become part of that world. What started as yearly trips with his family to St. Louis for Cardinal games when Ethan was in grade school turned into multiple trips when he became a teenager. Ethan, a junior at Illinois State University, is working on earning a journalism degree. This is how he intends to turn his love of baseball into a career. 

Ethan received his first guide dog, Ginsburg, in May of 2021. His training date was altered as were many aspects of life because of COVID. Instead of receiving his guide in the middle of high school, he graduated from the Oregon campus just a few months prior to starting college in the fall. This however did not slow him down.

In addition to the benefits of great navigation from his guide dog Ginsburg, Ethan has discovered other positives of living the guide dog life while attending college. He stated, “Increased confidence and socialization.” More people talk to me because of the dog.” Ethan says he has made friends and he loves the feeling of walking freely around campus with Ginsburg at his side. He has enjoyed learning new routes and using back chaining to teach Ginsburg how to locate classrooms as he pursues his degree.

Earning a journalism degree requires taking many types of media courses, including ones that require creating videos. Ethan had one instructor contact the university’s disability services office because she was concerned about his ability to complete assignments. Ethan and a member of the disability services office met with the instructor, and he described how he could successfully complete assignments involving broadcasting, creating commercials, and writing scripts. “Technology levels the playing field,” he explained. Ethan earned an A in that course.

Following completion of his degree, Ethan’s dream job is to be a member of the Cardinals broadcast team. While some members of his family cheer for the Cubs, do not be surprised to hear Ethan providing analysis of a smooth 6, 4 3 double play that has been turned by the Cardinals infield. As Ethan says, “Never say can’t.”


[bookmark: _Toc148510553][bookmark: _Toc148776590]Making Health Care Work

By: Pete Berg with Lloyd

“I went to the pool, I saw a puppy… my day has been made,” a comment Kathrina Goodwin heard from a young patient during her nine-week internship at Seattle Children’s Hospital. The puppy in question was her guide dog Julia. Kathrina participated this summer in a scholar’s program while working on her research on health systems in Seattle.

A native of Washington state, Kathrina is completing her under-graduate studies in International Relations at Ontario’s Western University this fall. She was two years into her college studies when she was matched with her guide Julia. As part of her research project Kathrina needed consent to interview the families of the pediatric patients and receive additional consent to have Julia with her during the discussions. Kathrina said, “Not one family refused to have Julia there.” 

Having Julia with her during the internship allowed Kathrina to educate staff and the public on guide dogs and proper etiquette when interacting with a guide dog team. Julia’s presence and Kathrina’s “wing it” attitude allowed for the Team to navigate their new spaces successfully. Kathrina was provided with housing in a University of Washington dormitory and used buses and light rail to get to the hospital and her office during the summer program.

Following graduation, Kathrina is interested in creating change, so government and health care systems better serve underserved communities, including people with disabilities. She wants to bring a intersectional voice to policy creation and ensure that there is better representation of women and persons that are deaf/blind in the process. Her initial focus is bringing change at the community level. However, it may not be long before Kathrina is consulting on health care at the national and international levels using her studies and research to bring about positive change.

[bookmark: _PROGRAMS_WITH_A][bookmark: _Toc148510554][bookmark: _Toc148776591]PROGRAMS WITH A PURPOSE

[bookmark: _Toc148510555][bookmark: _Toc148776592]OMI Goodness, Buddy, You’re the Best!
By: Maia Scott with Gleam

Barb Barrera ventured to the West Coast from Hoffman Estates, Illinois to attend the OMI program. This active mom of two lives a vibrant outdoors centered lifestyle that would benefit from upping her O&M game.  

“My husband, who is also visually impaired, and I were lucky to attend the advanced orientation and mobility class offered through Guide Dogs for the Blind.” She went on to explain, “I was thinking I might be ready for a guide dog.”

During the program, Barb had the opportunity to experience what it is like to walk with a guide dog at her side. The experience helped her make the big decision whether to partner with a guide.

“Although I really liked the faster paced walking, I did not feel ready to apply for my first guide dog.” Though the guide dog lifestyle did not fit Barb’s sensibilities for the present, she was no stranger to having pets including dogs growing up and on her own. Two years ago, her most recent pet dog, a Doberman named Rex, crossed the Rainbow Bridge. 

“I was ready for another dog and learned about the K9 buddy program from my friend Pam and from the. O & M training I attended.” Barb said, “I heard they opened up applications to the entire United States and thought I am not yet ready for a guide dog but would love another family pet.”

Similar to applying for a guide dog, Barb filled out an application and was followed up with an interview. She submitted photos and videos showing her home and surrounding area. Then, of course, the waitlist and anticipation as GDB finds that perfect match. After that, things happen a bit differently.

Barb lays out the process meeting her K9 Buddy. “Once (all) that is done, arrangements were made to transport the dog to my location. And once the dog arrives, there is about a 4-hour introduction and training.” She goes on to share her sense of the instruction, “I have owned several dogs so it was pretty routine for me.”  

Despite her past experience with dogs, she learned new handling techniques for managing dogs as a visually impaired handler. “I was introduced to relieving the dog on leash which enabled me to clean up after my dog.” In the past, yard maintenance was a family affair. “This was big to me because my kids are almost out of the house and my husband and I need this skill.”

GDB’s involvement doesn’t stop at placing the dog in a safe and stable home of a blind person. Barb explains how GDB continues to offer support throughout the life of the dog. “The k9 Buddy support is much like that of someone receiving a guide dog. There is financial support if needed, training support and support for any social or emotional issues I may have.”

Now finally, the big reveal: Barb’s perfect match is Timmy.  He is a nearly seventy-pound yellow Labrador retriever who loves taking long walks, playing with his toys, working out with his partner and kissing during yoga sessions.  Barb describes her favorite morning ritual with Timmy. “One of my favorite things to do is, in the morning when he is in his dog bed next to my bed, to get down and moosh my face in his neck while giving him lots of rubs.” This leads to what Barb describes as the dog equivalent to purring.  

Barb’s active lifestyle means there is never a dull moment for Timmy. 
“Timmy and I walk about 2.7 miles on our route weather permitting.”  She lists her other summertime interests, “You can find me involved with our local dragon boat team, cycling, kayaking, water skiing, and rock climbing.” During the winter months, she’s out there downhill skiing. At home, Barb enjoys cooking and gardening. “I love to reap the harvest of the vegetable garden my husband and I plant every year.”

Timmy has been able to join her for some of her excursions. “I have been able to bring him to our outdoor dragon boat events and he does great on tie down. He gets lots of pets from the other attendees.”

Barb is happy with her match.  “Timmy is such a great dog. He is so loving  and everyone in the family adores him.”  And, just like partnering with a guide dog, daily habits change. “I guess I can add vacuuming as one of my new hobbies since I do that almost daily.”
[bookmark: _Toc148510556]GDB Holiday Celebration Fundraising Event – You Are Invited!


By: Debi Morgen, Special Events Manager
 
We hope you will join us on, Sunday, December 10, 2023 for our annual GDB Holiday Celebration and Fundraising Event!
Together we’ll support life-changing partnerships between people, dogs, and communities.
 
There are two ways to participate.

First, join our complimentary live broadcast wherever you may be so we can celebrate the holiday season together. Enjoy inspirational stories, lots of puppies and dogs, and help us raise crucial funds for our programs and services. The red carpet and pre-show begin at 4:30 pm (PT) Live program begins at 5:30 p.m. (PT) / 6:30 p.m. (MT) / 7:30 p.m. (CT) / 8:30 p.m. (ET)

Or, ff you plan to be in San Rafael or Portland, please join us in-person at 4:00 p.m to walk our red carpet and experience this special fundraising party as part of our live studio audience.  Tickets are $150 per person for dinner and drinks followed by the show and dessert. 

Donate, sponsor, purchase tickets, or RSVP for the live broadcast.
 Join us virtually or in-person by clicking here.


[bookmark: _Toc148510557][bookmark: _Toc148776593]FALL INTO FUN

[bookmark: _Toc148510558][bookmark: _Toc148776594]Pete’s Fall Playlist
By: Pete Berg with Lloyd

Blazing Your Own Trail Again- REO Speedwagon
I Won’t Back Down- Tom Petty
This Is Me- Keala Settle, The Greatest Showman Ensemble
My Way- Frank Sinatra
Don’t Stop Believing- Journey
It's My Life- Bon Jovi
Born to Run- Bruce Springsteen
Happy Trails- - Roy Rogers
It’s My Life- The Animals
Express Yourself’- Madonna
The Pretender- Jackson Browne
Fight Song- Rachel Patten
Go Your Own Way- Fleetwood Mac

[bookmark: _Toc148510559][bookmark: _Toc148776595]Apples and Apples and Apples Oh My – Apple sauce recipe for people!
By Theresa Stern with Wills

Do you have an over enthusiastic apple tree in your backyard, or a neighbor who has one?  Well, I do, a neighbor that is, and she brough me about a million apples the other day.  Not wanting to let the delicious little spheres go to waste, I started looking for apple centric recipes, here is an easy and tasty one for you!

Easy Apple Sauce
Ingredients:
3 lbs. apples
1 ½ cups water
1 tsp cinnamon
1 pinch of nut meg – optional (I didn’t have any in the house and it was fine w/out)
1 squeeze of lemon
And, because I have a bit of a sweet tooth, I added a pinch of brown sugar!

Directions:
1. Core and peel apples – you can leave some skin on if you like it in your sauce – and cut into 1 inch cubes.
2. Add apples and all other ingredients to a saucepan and bring to a boil.
3. Reduce heat to low and simmer for 20 to 30 minutes, until apples are significantly softened. (if water reduces too much before apples are soft, add more water – and if you have too much water once apples are soft, drain off the delicious juice and take a swig, yummmm!) 
4. Mash apples with a potato masher
5. Enjoy hot or cold!

[bookmark: _Toc148510560][bookmark: _Toc148776596]AS WE SEE IT – SUBMISSIONS FROM GDB ALUMNI

[bookmark: _Toc148510561][bookmark: _Toc148776597]“Paws” to Read
BY: Marcia J. Wick with Viviane and Bowser
 
When people retire, they pursue hobbies, travel, or volunteer. So, what does a retired guide dog do at the end of her career? My yellow Labrador, Viviane, officially retired earlier this year just short of her 12th birthday. She faithfully guided me for 10 years, earning the privilege of passing the harness on to my new guide, a male black Lab named Bowser.
 
Fortunately, Vivi is happy and healthy, although she is decidedly done working as a guide dog. I remember the same feeling when I was ready to retire. As my career neared its end, I pre-planned activities to keep myself busy and pursue purposeful alternatives to the nine-to-five grind. I planted an herb garden, I started taking singing lessons, I began freelance writing, and I volunteered with the Guide Dogs for the Blind Alumni Association. But what to plan for Viviane’s golden years?
 
Viviane’s sweet temperament, impeccable behavior, and warm heart would make her an ideal canine volunteer, I thought. I discovered our local library uses certified therapy dogs to encourage young people to practice their literacy skills. Although technically, Viviane is not a “certified” therapy dog, I convinced the library director that indeed she was “over-qualified” for the job. My husband and I, on the other hand, had to complete a background check for volunteers to ensure there were no skeletons in our closet.
 
Viviane now proudly sports a blue bandana as a Paws to Read volunteer. The program encourages children to Practice reading aloud in the company of a lovable dog like Viviane. Children often feel self-conscious reading in front of an adult or their peers, but they are eager to share a story with a non-judgmental canine companion. The young readers Develop confidence and improve their fluency, while Vivi has a new purpose. She also loves all the little hands giving her belly rubs.
 

[bookmark: _Toc148510562][bookmark: _Toc148776598]Guiding by Faith -- How My Guide Dog Empowered Me to Serve in Church Ministry
By Rhianna McGregor Hajzer with Saint

Nothing is quite as simultaneously hopeful and daunting as walking through the doors of a new church. There are the usual doubts—will I like the preaching, what kind of worship music do they play, will I fit in?--but for me, there's an added worry. How will my guide dog, Saint, be accepted?

The usual questions spin like a record through my mind. Will people try to pet him? Will they talk to Saint rather than to me? Will people think I'm rude or entitled when I have to correct them on their interactions with us? In hindsight, I needn't have worried. The church family that I now call home has been nothing but kind and accepting of both Saint and myself and the strict boundaries we keep as a working team. Yet, it is never far from my mind as I maneuver through the world inside church and out, that my rights for access and participation in my community could be challenged at any moment.

I knew that when I found the right church home, I wanted to serve in a ministry. But I wasn't sure which one. With my less-than-extroverted personality, I needed to find one that wouldn't push me outside my comfort zone or test the limits on what my current skillset encompasses. And, I thought, I needed an activity where Saint's involvement wouldn't cause any misunderstandings or distractions. Something in the background, I decided.
That was until I found out that a new ministry was starting up: the newspaper club, a weekly program where kids from grade 2-12 would be taught writing skills by putting together a monthly newsletter about the life of the church. My writer sensibilities were tingling and my fingers itched. This was the perfect opportunity to combine my love for Jesus with my love of the written word.

But there was a slight problem: I'd be working with kids. I'm not a kid person. One on one, I grow accustomed to their individual speech, quirks and personality and I fall in love quickly from that point on. A group of kids that I didn't know on that level was different. How could I do this?

A whole new set of questions began to spin through my mind at top speed. Would the kids understand that they couldn’t interact with Saint? What if Saint and I tripped over each other, bump the desks and cause a mess? Would it be too complicated to teach Saint the layout of the room, and what if it changed from week to week?

How could I do this?

I still don't know, exactly. It's been a month since our first newspaper club meeting and my heart still skips when I walk through the door and have to head straight to a table and help a child I don't know well to work out a word that they're struggling to spell or help them develop their own self-editing skills. I don't know if it will ever become secondnature. But at least, I know now that it's possible.
And a big part of that is the faithful yellow lab guiding me confidently all the way.

I was so afraid that I’d be doubted and underestimated or that Saint would be a hinderance rather than a help, that I never took a chance, fearful of what might be said or thought if I made a mistake. What I didn’t realize was that I had it completely wrong. The only one who doubted me was me.

But what did I have to doubt or fear? Failure is no excuse for not trying, and where better to try something new than with a community that loves and supports no matter what the challenge?
And, I had Saint. How could I not trust him enough to lead me safely through, to help, not hinder, and to keep giving the courage and independence that get me through any new or uncomfortable situation? That’s what he was made for, and I need to trust that he knows what he’s doing. “I got this, mom.”

I know that I may yet run into obstacles of access where Saint's presence makes it difficult for me to participate in activities or events. That's the way of things. But even amidst any losses of freedom, Saint has lead the way for so many more. I don't know if I'd have had the courage to step up and volunteer with the newspaper club if it weren't for his ever-present wag and happy snuffles at my side.
In the eight months being part of this church family, I've learned not only more and deeper truths about my Christian faith but also about myself as a disabled woman and guide dog handler. Saint and I have gone through so many changes in our two years together, but he's always been with me. He's never stopped doing what he was meant to do--to give me courage and independence so that I can live the life I want. No comments or misunderstandings can change that fact. And I cannot wait to discover what other opportunities and adventures he'll lead me to next.

Rhianna McGregor Hajzer is a blind blogger, accessibility enthusiast and guide dog mom, impassioned to create the world she longs to live in. Read her perspective about life with a disability on her blog, Not Your Blind Writer. https:/notyourblindwriter.ca/   

[bookmark: _Toc148776599]GDB ALUMNI BULLETIN BOARD
GDB Alumna, Shirley Manning wants to share this terrific article with other alumni who are interested in “blazing their own path” this fall.  The article is from the New York Times Travel section and is a great trail guide for disabled hikers: https://www.nytimes.com/2023/06/19/travel/disabled-hikers-park-guide.html 

[bookmark: _Toc148510563][bookmark: _Toc148776600]IN MEMORIAM, IN MEMORY, IN TRIBUTE
“Editor’s Note – please send submissions for this section to asalger@guidedogs.com 

[bookmark: _Toc148510564][bookmark: _Toc148776601]In Memory – Remembering Guides who have Passed. 

Nanette, female Black Lab guide for Joy Bresslauer, of Great Falls, MT (CA 712 -September, 2010)

Greeley, male Golden Retriever guide for Mary Marline Cruz of San Francisco, ( CA 690 – November 2008 )

Carrie, female Golden Retriever / Yellow Lab Cross guide for Beverly Weiler of Broomfield, CO (CA 747 – November 2012)

[bookmark: _Toc148510565][bookmark: _Toc148776602]GDB ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Officers:
Chair – Peter Berg / Lloyd
Naperville, IL
pberg@guidedogs.com 

 
Vice-Chair - Claire Stanley / Tulane
Rockville, MD
cstanley@guidedogs.com 


Secretary - Leigh Moss/Aviva
Austin, TX 
lmoss@guidedogs.com

Members at Large
Deborah Cook/ Praline
Clarkston, WA  
dcooklewis@guidedogs.com 

Kelly Egan/Caspian
San Diego, CA
kegan@guidedogs.com 
 
Derek Daniel/Koa
Indianapolis, IN
ddaniel@guidedogs.com  
   
Maia Scott/Gleam
San Francisco, CA 
(415) 290-6242
mscott@guidedogs.com 
[bookmark: _Hlk148260785] 
Melba Velez Ortiz/Chad
Allendale, MI 49401
 mvelezortiz@guidedogs.com 
 
Chris Yoon/Sadie
Bellevue, WA 
cyoon@guidedogs.com 
 
EX-Officio Members

Amit Ahuja / Tashi – GDB Board of Directors Liaison 
Santa Barbara, CA 
aahuja@guidedogs.com 

Amy Salger/Marsala – Alumni engagement Manager
Vinton, IA 
asalger@guidedogs.com


[bookmark: _Toc148776603]ROSTER OF ALUMNI ASSOCIATION CHAPTERS

USA
Arizona
Desert Dogs of Phoenix
Location: Phoenix, Arizona
President: Scott Wilcock, stitchbert@gmail.com 
Vice-president: Brian Mucyo, brianmucyo@gmail.com 

Northern Arizona High Country Walkers
Location: Northern Arizona
President: Patricia Clingman, patriciaclingman@yahoo.com 
Vice-president: Doug Reber, dougib4586@gmail.com 
Secretary: Vicki Reber, vreber78@gmail.com

California
GDB Alumni Foggy Doggies
Location: San Francisco, California
Email: fogdog@groups.io
Co-president: Lauri Shay, laurishay@gmail.com 
Co-president: Jan Robitscher, jbrobit@aol.com 
Secretary: Alysa Chadow, chadowab@gmail.com 

OC Guide Dogsfor the Blind Alumni Chapter
Location: Orange County, California
Web Site: ocguidedogs.com
President: Mindy Wulff, minwulff@gmail.com 
Vice-president: Jeff Senge, jcsenge@outlook.com 
Secretary: Carla Ross, info@ocguidedogs.com 

Paws of Fame Guide Dogs for the Blind Alumni Chapter
Location: Los Angeles County, California
Web Site: www.pawsoffamela.com 
President: Joseph Landau, jklandau@yahoo.com

Sacramento GDB Alumni
Location: Sacramento, California
Email: sacgdbalumni@gmail.com 
Web Site: www.sacgdbalumni.com 
President: Christopher Pitcher, christopher.pitch@icloud.com 
Vice-president: Debra Thompson, adrinamom@gmail.com 
Secretary: Shelby Haines, Shelby-Haines@scusd.edu 

San Diego Alumni Chapter of Guide Dog Handlers
Location: San Diego, California
President: Launa Hardy, Launahardy@gmail.com 
Vice-president: Monique Fenton, Moniquegdb14@gmail.com 

Colorado
Colorado Rocky rovers
Location: Denver, Colorado
Email: CoRockyrovers@gmail.com 
President: Beth Gustin, bethglpc@gmail.com 
Vice-president: Veronica Rodriguez, Veronicarodriguez1954@gmail.com 
Secretary: Pat Hein

Florida
Sunshine Guide Dog Teams of Florida
Location: Florida
Description: We talk about our guide dogs and support each other with once a month calls and a once a year in person meeting.
Email: GDBSunshineGuideDogs@groups.io 
President: Marcia Bukala, mjbukala@yahoo.com 
Vice-president: Jim East, jim.east.mhs@gmail.com 
Secretary: Reggie Alvarado, reggie.alvarado@gmail.com 

Illinois
Windy City GDB Alumni
Location: Chicago, Illinois
Description: Chicago and Northern Illinois
President: Pete Berg, pberg55555@gmail.com 
Vice-president: Terry Ann Saurman, saurmann@access4less.net 
Secretary: Marian Roberts 
Secretary: Maureen Reid.

Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio
Guide Dog Handlers of the Midwest
Email: GDB_Midwest@groups.io 
President: Deanna Lewis, Deannakay03@gmail.com 
Vice-president: Paul Walker, herospaw2002@gmail.com 
Secretary: LuAnn Bowers 

Montana
GDB of Montana Alumni Chapter
Location: Montana
President: Ed Worrell, ed.worrell@icloud.com 
Vice-president: Chandra Scheschy, kryodragon7@yahoo.com 
Vice-president: Jeniffer Robinson, legacy_eternaldragon@yahoo.com 
Secretary: Aaron Page, ampage87@gmail.com 

Oregon
GDB HaRT of Oregon (Handlers and Raisers Together)
Location: Portland, Oregon
Description: Join Oregon Handlers and Raisers as we learn, have fun, and strengthen our shared bonds.
Email: GDBHaRTofOregon@groups.io 
Web Site: https://www.facebook.com/groups/gdbhartoforegon 
Co-president: Chari Chauvin, finn986@gmail.com 
Co-president: Jenny Collins, puppycruisedirector@gmail.com 

Utah
Greatest Paws on Earth GDB Alumni Chapter
Location: Utah
President: Sandy Ruconich, sruconich@gmail.com 
Vice-president: Patty Mueller, plmueller@q.com 

Washington
GDB Washington State Alumni
Location: Washington State
Description: Supporting each other and keeping everyone up to date about GDB 
Email: wagdbalumni@groups.io 
Co-president: Holly Turri, holly.turri9@gmail.com 
Co-president: Danette Dixon, danettedixon63@gmail.com 

Canada
British Columbia
BC Dogwoods GDB Alumni
Location: British Columbia
Email: BC Dogwoods Alumni Group talkadvocacy@hooh.ca 
President: Heather Walkus 
Advocacy: Lisa Bentz
Outreach: Matt Salli

Quebec
Isee Paws Guide Dogs
Location: Montreal, Quebec
President: Kim Holdbrook, kimholdbrook3@gmail.com 

Special Interest
GDB Bibliodogs
Description: The GDB book club. Meets on the third Thursday of each month at 4:00 pm Pacific.
Email: GDBBibliodogs@groups.io 
President: Leigh Moss, lparkermoss@gmail.com 
Vice-president: Sue Wilkening, smsw57@gmail.com 
Secretary: Robin Gray, ms.gray@shaw.ca 

GDB Creative Tails writing group
Description: Writing
Email: GDBCreativeTails@groups.io 
President: Lisa Gilmartin, lsg1144.lg@gmail.com 
Vice-president: Dorianne Pollack, Doriannepollack@gmail.com 
Secretary: Launa Hardy, launahardy@gmail.com 

GDB Guide Dog Handlers All Ways
Description: GDB grads and other guide dog handlers with multiple disabilities
Co-president: Kim Kilpatrick, kimjkilpatrick@gmail.com 
Co-president: Jo Elizabeth Pinto, jopinto@msn.com 
Vice-president: Sarah Gales
Secretary: Deanna Lewis, Deannakay03@gmail.com 

GDB Mommies with Guides
Description: Focus on parenting
President: Tara Chavez, tmatzick06@gmail.com 

GDB Paws Around the World
Description: Travel
President: Sue Wilkening, smsw57@gmail.com 
Vice-president: Erika Wolf, wolf67120@gmail.com 
Secretary: Lillian Goodman, lilliangoodman98@gmail.com 

GDB Raisers and Handlers
Description: Bringing raisers and handlers together. 
President: Danette Dixon, Danettedixon63@gmail.com 
Vice-president: Paul Walker, herospaw2002@gmail.com 
Secretary: Mary Flynn
Outreach: Andrea Barnhurst, atl_braves1fan@yahoo.com 

GDB Tech Dogs
Location: International, meets via Zoom
Description: Sharing tips, tricks, and techniques related to technology
Email: techdogs@groups.io 
Web Site: www.tech-dogs.net 
President: Deborah Kendrick, Kendrick.deborah@gmail.com 
Vice-president: Paul Walker, herospaw2002@gmail.com 

Gdb Stitch and Bitch
Description: Needlecrafting of all types
Email: GDBStitchAndBitch@groups.io 
President: Dorianne Pollack, Doriannepollack@gmail.com 
Vice-president: Jack Heim, john@johnheim.com 
Secretary: Deanna Lewis, Deannakay03@gmail.com 

Please send updates to pberg@guidedogs.com. Last updated: Wednesday, March 02, 2022

